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disabled voters with transportation to the polls.
Their activities are nonpartisan and play a vital
role in ensuring that people are able to vote if
they so desire. Under this legislation, they
would no longer be able to fulfill this function.
This body should not prohibit social service or-
ganizations from conducting nonpartisan civic
activities.

The majority protests loudly when its actions
are judged to be motivated by a desire to sup-
press voter turnout and civic participation in
urban or low-income areas. From the inclusion
of this discriminatory provision, it is difficult to
reach any other conclusion. Today this rule
blocks an amendment by Representative BAR-
NEY FRANK that would remove this provision.

It is disheartening to see that, at a time
when the majority and the administration
claims to support removing barriers for faith-
based organizations, this provision has been
included to restrict the activities they are per-
mitted to conduct. Inclusion of the provision
has sunk the prospects of passing strong and
bipartisan legislation that will help the most
vulnerable obtain affordable housing. | urge
my colleagues to reject this rule.

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to la-
ment the wrecking of a solid, bipartisan bill
that, at one time, both established a tough
new regulator for our Nation’s secondary mort-
gage market and created a new national hous-
ing trust to build affordable housing.

Our Nation’s economic security and the
housing opportunity of millions of Americans is
being played with on the floor today.

But more than this particular bill, | also la-
ment the fact that this Congress is held hos-
tage to the extreme right wing agenda of the
majority. A small cabal of 50 or so Members
who, though small in number, loud in voice,
threaten this Republican Majority and hold this
Congress and our country hostage.

They claim they want smaller government
but they are saddling our children with trillions
in the notorious birth tax—yes, every child
born in America today comes into this world
with a $30,000 debt to the Government thanks
to the skewed economic policies of the so-
called fiscally conservative Republican Party.

They claim to help people but want to strip
away student loans from college kids, Med-
icaid from the poor, and aid to farmers, for
bigger tax cuts for the richest Americans.

They claim they support families, but they
are robbing the basic tenet of the American
Dream—home ownership—right here in this
very bill.

They claim to represent people of faith, but
they are stripping away the ability of groups
like Catholic Charities, Baptists and other peo-
ple of faith to use this new funding to benefit
their communities and make America stronger.

If this rule passes the Republicans will have
done what they do best, stripping away the
American Dream of owning a home for mil-
lions of Americans. As well as continuing on
their path to destroying what this country
stands for, religious freedom, home ownership
and the ability of child to live a better life than
his or her parents.

This debate is bigger than this rule, bigger
than this bill. It goes to the heart of who the
Republican Party is today, and it is a party
that does not stand for working people.

This rule demonstrates this fact. Vote down
this anti-religion, anti-American rule.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time, and I
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move the previous question on the res-
olution.

The previous question was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). The question is on the reso-
lution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

on

————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed a bill of the
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 443. An act to improve the investigation
of criminal antitrust offenses.

————————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later today.

———

HURRICANE KATRINA FINANCIAL
SERVICES RELIEF ACT OF 2005

Mr. BAKER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3945) to facilitate recovery from
the effects of Hurricane Katrina by
providing greater flexibility for, and
temporary waivers of certain require-
ments and fees imposed on, depository
institutions and Federal regulatory
agencies, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3945

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Hurricane
Katrina Financial Services Relief Act of
2005"°.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds as follows:

(1) On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina, a
category 4 storm with an impact area of
90,000 square miles, reached landfall dev-
astating the States of Louisiana, Mississippi
and Alabama, causing loss of life and prop-
erty.

(2) Levee breaches in the flood control sys-
tem for the city of New Orleans as a result of
Hurricane Katrina resulted in tragic flood-
ing, causing additional loss of life and prop-
erty.

(3) Due to the substantial damage to both
property and infrastructure, more than
1,000,000 people were made homeless or
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brought under financial duress by the effects
of Hurricane Katrina.

(4) At least 120 insured depository institu-
tions and 96 insured credit unions are located
in the areas of Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi
and Alabama, declared as major disaster
areas by the President.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this Act, the following
definitions shall apply:

(1) APPROPRIATE FEDERAL BANKING AGEN-
cY.—The term ‘‘appropriate Federal banking
agency’’ has the same meaning as in section
3 of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act.

(2) INSURED CREDIT UNION.—The term ‘‘in-
sured credit union” has the same meaning as
in section 101 of the Federal Credit Union
Act.

(3) INSURED DEPOSITORY INSTITUTION.—The
term ‘‘insured depository institution’ has
the same meaning as in section 3 of the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Act.

(4) QUALIFIED DISASTER AREA.—The term
“‘qualified disaster area’” means any area
within Alabama, Louisiana, or Mississippi in
which the President, pursuant to section 401
of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act, has determined,
on or after August 28, 2005, that a major dis-
aster exists due to Hurricane Katrina.

SEC. 4. SENSE OF THE CONGRESS ON CASHING
OF GOVERNMENT CHECKS.

It is the sense of the Congress that—

(1) it is vital that insured depository insti-
tutions and insured credit unions continue
to provide financial services to consumers
displaced or otherwise affected by Hurricane
Katrina, which includes the cashing of Fed-
eral government assistance and benefit
checks;

(2) the Secretary of the Treasury and the
Federal financial regulators should seek to
educate insured depository institutions and
insured credit unions on the proper applica-
tion of the guidance issued by the Secretary
on cashing of Federal government assistance
and benefit checks and published in the Fed-
eral Register while such guidance is in ef-
fect; and

(3) the Federal financial regulators should
continue to work with the insured deposi-
tory institutions and insured credit unions
operating under extraordinary cir-
cumstances to facilitate the cashing of Fed-
eral government assistance and benefit
checks.

SEC. 5. WAIVER OF FEDERAL RESERVE BOARD
FEES FOR CERTAIN SERVICES.

Notwithstanding section 11A of the Federal
Reserve Act or any other provision of law,
during the effective period of this section, a
Federal reserve bank shall waive or rebate
any transaction fee for wire transfer services
that otherwise would be imposed on any in-
sured depository institution or insured cred-
it union that as of August 28, 2005, was
headquartered in a qualified disaster area.
SEC. 6. FLEXIBILITY IN CAPITAL AND NET

WORTH STANDARDS FOR AFFECTED
INSTITUTIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
38 of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act, sec-
tion 216 of the Federal Credit Union Act, or
any other provision of Federal law, during
the 18-month period beginning on the date of
enactment of this Act, the appropriate Fed-
eral banking agency and the National Credit
Union Administration may forbear from tak-
ing any action required under any such sec-
tion or provision, on a case-by-case basis,
with respect to any undercapitalized insured
depository institution or undercapitalized
insured credit union that is not significantly
or critically undercapitalized, if such agency
or Administration determines that—

(1) the insured depository institution or in-
sured credit union derives more than 50 per-
cent of its total deposits from persons who
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